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reactions which spread far and wide. The world became a
different place to live in, not merely for the cotton-operative
in his factory or the collier in his mine, but for the Danish
farmer on his small holding, the Indian peasant in his rice-
fields, the African negro tapping for rubber, and the Argentine
cow-boy rounding up his steers.

The countries which became industrialized did not undergo
the process simultaneously, but in a definite order.   The first
to feel its effects was Great Britain, where the commencement
of the Industrial Revolution is generally dated from the middle
of the eighteenth century.   A number of factors explain this
priority.   Coal and iron are the daily bread of mechanized
industry and Great Britain had rich supplies of these minerals.
Her social and political system was best suited for the new
economic developments.   In contrast to the rest of Europe,
special legal privilege was unknown in England and all citizens
enjoyed equal rights before the law. The Government, though
in the hands of aristocratic landowners, displayed great solici-
tude for the interests of trade and industry and fostered them
by all the expedients which a rudimentary economic science
could suggest. An efficient banking system assisted the indus-
trious classes to accumulate capital.   The home trade was
unhampered by the internal tariffs which cut up the domestic
markets of most Continental countries.  After the Unions with
Scotland and Ireland, Britain embraced one of the largest
free-trade areas in Europe. Finally, and most important of all,
she was the one eighteenth-century Power that possessed an
extensive colonial empire. In an age when every State confined
trade with its colonies rigorously to its own nationals, this
meant that Britain had the largest overseas market of all
European nations. In political factors lies the ultimate explana-
tion of the early industrialization of Great Britain.  It was the
direct consequence of the colonial empire which she won by
her maritime power.

By 1830, industrialization had proceeded such lengths that
Great Britain could fairly be regarded as 'the workshop of the
world5. For another fifty years she retained this position. Not